The World Health Organization (WHO) is a specialized agency of United Nations that is concerned with international public health. The World Health Organization was created on April 7, 1948 and is headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland, to coordinate health affairs within the United Nations system. Its initial priorities were malaria, tuberculosis, venereal disease and other communicable diseases, plus women and children’s health, nutrition and sanitation.  From the start, it worked with member countries to identify and address public health issues, support health research and issue guidelines. It also classified diseases. In additional, aside from the UN WHO also coordinated with donors, non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and even the private sectors. Investigating and managing disease outbreaks was the responsibility of each individual country, although under the International Health Regulations, governments were expected to report cases of a few contagious diseases such as plague, cholera, and yellow fever. In response to cholera epidemics in 1830 and 1847, which killed tens of thousands in Europe, the first International Sanitary Conference was convened in Paris in 1851. At that time, the cause of cholera was unknown and due to political differences little was accomplished at this or the next several meeting. Nonetheless, the conferences were the first attempt at establishing a mechanism for international cooperation for disease prevention and control. 
 The use of word world rather than international emphasized the truly global nature of what the organization was seeking to achieve. The constitution of WHO was signed by all 51 countries  Of the United Nations, and by 10 other countries, on July 22, 1946. Its constitution formally came into force on the First World Health Day on July 7, 1948. The first meeting of the Wold Health Assembly finished July 24, 1948, having a secured budget of US $5 milion for the year 1949.
By 2003 WHO headquartered in Geneva, was organized 141 country offices which reported to six regional offices. It had 192 member countries and employed about 8,000 doctors, scientist, epidemiologists, manages and administrators worldwide; the budget for 2002-2003 was $2.23 billion. Its director was Gro Harlem Brundtlan, a medical doctor and former prime minister of Norway. The majority of its funding came from member countries. WHO had enjoyed a number of signal successes over the years, most prominently a steep reduction in river blindness, and the eradication of smallpox (certified by the World Health Assembly in 1980). It was criticized, however, for being slow to react when HIV/AIDS exploded across the world.
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